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had prevented their marrying. Yet Ethel Beau-
champ seemed only to grow more gracious with
misfortune. Like all the Beauchamps, she had an
almost inexhaustible supply of courage.

Her sister, a plump little fantail, had married
Mr. Greensill, explorer and prospector of the Malay
States. In one raid while he was away fighting, she
had stayed alone to protect the household goods,
even under the knife of a Chinese. She had been
shipwrecked many times. When she was asked :
" Weren't you frightened ? " she said, cc I never have
time to think about that. I have to be wondering
what's going to happen."

Cousin Ethel, noticing that Kass was treated as
" the difficult child/5 made special efforts to interest
her or tell her a little story. She told her how
Mahakipuna, between the Sounds, was named
*c The Smoke Goes up Straight," when the tall
plume indicated fair weather and a propitious place
for the Maoris who had just dragged their canoes
onto land. She told her how Captain Cook had
released the first pig in Qjieen Charlotte Sounds in

1773-

She took the child down to the old pah by the hill
behind the homestead. Maoris had lived there when
Gradock Beauchamp first settled, but now on the
hill by the pah there was only the Maori burial
ground. The rough wooden slabs were rotting
under the trees.

Old Armena, who worked for the Anikiwa Beau-
champs, was the last Maori left. She had been a
tribal chieftain*s daughter, of the best native blood ;
and she was devoted to the English. To hear her
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